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10 Global Ear: San Francisco 

Erik Davis parties on with the urban primitives of Recombinant 96 
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Kreidler Post-rock contenders Richard Youngs Sonic eccentric Dom & Roland Darkside drum W bass 
John Law Jazz satellite label lore: 00 Discs 

16 Khan & Jammin’ Unit 

Disguising their various projects behind a series of obscure aliases, these German brothers are pushing 
electronic music into new realms of hybrid hyperactivity. By Rob Young 

18 Nippon Noise Squad 

At the end of 1996, a platoon of Tokyo noise terrorists, including members of Musica Transonic, Mainliner 
and Toho Sara, infiltrated the UK for a series of surprise attack concerts. Biba Kopf hears their story 

22 John White 

Meet the invisible man of UK experimental music as he joins the dots between lo-fi electronics, orchestral 
whimsy and the birth of Ambient By John L Walters 

25 Hoppy Kamiyama 

Who's that man in the blonde wig and the green feather boa? It's Tokyo’s premier cross-dressing avant 
garde label boss, of course. By Clive Bell 

26 Laibach 

Dismissed by some as tin-pot dictators in disguise, hailed by others as the most subversive rock group on the 
planet, this Slovenian quartet are still laying seige to the smug citadels of world pop. By Louise Gray 
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letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V 3DF, 
or fex: 0171287 4767, or e-mail: the_wire&ikonhne.co.iik 
Every letter published wins a FREE CD 
















_ M _ I, _ M A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month ... 
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Kreidler 

Weekend breaks 

■We wouldn't consider ourselves as a 
office." So says Stefan Schneider, ba: 


drily produced and with barely a hair out of place. 
Schneider's low end alignments, locked in to Thomas 
Klein's mantric drumming and the synthesizer 
interjections of Andreas Reihse, are sampled and 
looped up by sampler ai 


we thought that was the right thing to add to the group, 
shows, he played records before and after 
and then it was a natural thing to involve 
e's doing more tapes and loops and a 


(favourably) as 'rambling stoned jams", but that's to 
completely miss the point There's no befuddled 
groping after structure here. "We don't do drugs, excel 
beer and coffee,* laughs Schneider. "Playing jams or 
ad-lib is absolutely not Important for us When we're 
playing live, 80 per cent of our music is fixed. There's 


Richard Youngs 

Radio head 


"I don’t feel part of any particular lineage,’' he 
more like an English tradition of outsiders wh 
belong to any school - like Robert Wyatt, perhaps.’’ 



folk sensibility of New Angloid Sound, and the OTT 


: he’s a huge folk fan, 
listing Steeleye Span's Hark The Village Waits as h* all- 
time favourite album, yet he's equally at honje gue 


bedroom, it's usually because they're fed up with the 


self-criticism. "The idea of playing 























































































boxes we'd bought the day before”. The blas£ methodology led to a bunch of Pink Floyd, there will be a new Air Liquide record during 1997. Last year, they even 
decidedly purposeful, driving grooves, with 'alien' Acid and dark Ambient textures performed a live PA with Holger Czukay. 'That was really funny,' Jamminf Unit recalls, 
twining in Fibonacci spirals around the beatboxes, and came just as Mille Plateaux "He was at the mixer, and he was putting totally harsh noises, and it was really crazy.* 



forcing electronic music into a new era of open-ended hyperactivity and ambiguous identity 

another planet 





















































worker’s m 

playtime 


It’s time to recognise the prodigious output of John White, a musician whose influential body 
of work joins the dots between lo-fi electronics, The Scratch Orchestra, and the birth of 
Ambient music. Story by John L Walters 
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Introducing Hoppy Kamiyama the cross-dressing boss of the renegade God Mountain label 
who is shaking Japanese music out of its corporate slumber. Interview by Clive Bell 


T he group is called OIMa*New*Ton*John, and at first 
sight they seem like a straightforward, fun-loving 
Japanese feedback 'n' thrash outfit Their song 
'Cherry Bomb" could be a Joan Jett-type strutting black 
leather rock hit "Hello daddy, hello mom, I'm a ch-ch- 
cherry bomb!" But there's something extra in the mix — 
who's that keyboard player in the green feather boa, 
blond wig and thick pancake makeup? Is she playing 
those tapes in the middle of the song, that American 
voice bellowing, ‘Quit calling this numberf? Does she 
write the song titles: “The Fantasy Of The EEL", "Buddha 
Is My Co-Pillow"? Is she responsible for the anarchistic 
shock tactics of the music, the moments of delicate 
improvisation before the racket kicks back in? 


'She' is actually 'he', one Hoppy Kamiyama in drag, the 
thirtysomething anomaly who has been called “the most 



of the God Mountain label. Kami is God, Yama is 
Mountain, and God Mountain is the most exhilarating 
and extreme label in Japan — “The only musician- 

Olivia’NewTon'John is one of several groups which 
Hoppy leads and produces. “It's my lo-fi unit," he says. 
Why does the group record for the Benten label, rather 
than God Mountain? “Benten gave me a budget, and I 

work through God Mountain, because people get a fixed 
image of the label. Olivia'New*Ton*John has a female 



If you heard Virgin’s 1996 Cosmic Kurushi Monsters 
Hopp/s work. He produced Demi Semi Quaver’s 


feedback souffle “[Sjmash Room", as well as tracks by 



TV 

Iproducer 







FRITH IN THE STATE 
+THE POHER DF RDEK 

Since their emergence in the early 80s as the musical wing of Slovenia’s NSK organisation, 
Laibach have become notorious for their combination of totalitarian imagery and 
bombastic Techno-metal. Are they tinpot dictators in disguise? Or just the most subversive 
rock group on the planet? Story by Louise Gray 
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In the 80s, Prince Paul took HipHop to new levels via his work with Stetsasonic and De La 
Soul. His music in the 90s is of an altogether different flavour, taking in the Gothic horrot of The 
Gravediggaz and the strange collages of Psychoanalysis. Interview by Peter Shapiro 















(( For The Gravediggaz, I had some beats 
that nobody liked and got a whole bunch of 
misfit guys together that nobody wanted J J 
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Julian Cope's "Kratrtwksampler" ^ 

V KRAUTROCK 
KOSMISCHE MUSIK 

PROGRESSIVE, EXPERIMENTAL, 

& ELECTRONIC MUSICS FROM GERMANY 

to be tfiscovered by the curious listener. 

year, ■iJe’cSacklnThe CosScEgg' is 
to-date book on Krautrock and related 

Written by Alan & Steven Freeman of 
Audion magazine, The Crack In The 
Cosmic Egg'features... 

320 pages A4 stitch-bound book... 


180 singles, lots of rare photos, 
over 150 album covers, etc. 

A bargain at only £20.00 + P&P 

From: Ultima Thule 

include original albums, alternative 
releases, CD reissues, original material 

LE20JN, England 

* 01162854545 =01162854555 
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C3 lAftS School of Music 

Innovative Programs for the 21st Century 


Composition/New Media leaders in multi-media composition, 
interactive systems, computer music. 

Performer/Composer for the musician whose creative work 
integrates performing and composing. 

Multi-Focus Performance emphasizing flexibility, mastery, 

Jazz and African American Music performance, composi¬ 
tion and improvisation. 

Interdisciplinary Art Making collaborative strategies involv¬ 
ing various disciplines in performances and installations. 


http://www.calarts.edu 


















96 rewind 


Charting 12 months of essential 


like cheap CD burner, realtime audio on the 
I Internet, digital radio, etc, starting to fundamentally 
5 modify how sound recordings are going to| be 




























Walking mv 




















Fahey completely confuse and befuddle hotel staff in 
San Diego, and finally asking, 'Aren't there any elves in 
the place that can help us?’ Toy Story. A dream I had 

& Butt-Head's Uncle Mayo wherein they go to the mall, 
stand around and go, 'Huh, huh, huh' Finally, Morricone 
Italian soundtracks available again, especially II Foto 
Proibite Una Signora Per Bene. Anything Ivor Cutler did in 
96. Rafael Toral's Wave Field CD (Moneyland). John 
Bonham. Merzbow’s “Silent Night” on The Christmas 
Album (Sony Japan). The Theodor Adorno Cross- 
Dressing Diaries (Random House Press). Diet Coke. The 
Frogs’ Star Job (Scratchie). Anthony Braxton’s 
McDonald's Happy Meal. Earth concert at Hyperstrings 
Festival, Vienna. AMM show in Chicago. AMM show at 
Egg Farm, Japan as on PSF CD. AMM. Toy Story, and 
the return of Cyndi Lauper. 


Books: Hr Nice, Bad Wisdom, UghtsOutFor The 
Territory, Fluxus Codex, Harry Smith — American Magus 
Films: Fargo, The Curl, Sound Effect 
Mags: Frieze, Mojo, The Wire, Exchange 6 Mart 
Events: Triple A @ OP 15, Shirley Bassey @ RFH, 
Glenn Branca, Jake & Dinos Chapman ICA show, 
September in Renvyle 

Tonks & Dinks: Derek Bailey Jungle gig, South Bank 
Admin, Colin Newman, Crash ban, Vision Of Ecstasy ban, 
Total @ Disobey, Warners International, Oasis as pop 
people, Sonic Youth @ Jazz Cafe, fog on OP 15, Uquid 


PAUL SMITH, BLAST FIRST/DISOBEY 

S of April at the Blue Note, London, with Talvin Singh. 
2. Stepping Into The Dark by Chris Watson (Touch TO 
27). 3. The sound of the sea in May, in Dungeness, 
England. 4. Bisk: Time (Sub Rosa SR 112). 5. Sub Rosa 
event in Paris in June with Scanner, Main and David 



Shy FX Presents The Formula, DJ Zinc — Peace And 
Love And Unity, Headz2, Pharoahs — The Awakening-, 
Bahamadia — Collage, The Roots — llladelphia Halflife-, 
Miles Davis - Live 1970-73 (bootleg); Bjork - Post. 
Performance: The Sea & Cake; Sonic Youth; Isotope; 
Stereolab; Jim O'Rourke; Five Style; Freakwater; New 
Horizons Ensemble with Don Move @ Bop Shop, 
Chicago; Buffalo Daughter @ Liquid Room, Tokyo; Tim 


Wojnarowicz — Close To The Knives. 

DOUG McCOMBS & JOHN HERNDON, TORTOISE 


Q est CDs/records: Novo Tono — Panorama Paradise 
D (Creative Man Discs); Gastr Del Sol — Upgrade 
And Afterlife (Drag City); Compostela - Aruku-Hito 
(Off-Note); Omoide Hatoba — Kinsei (Earthnoise). Best 
concerts: Gastr Del Sol and Bob Ostertag at Music 
Merge Festival, Tokyo; Otani Yasuhiro computer solo at 
Maboroshi-No-Sekai festival, Tokyo; Haco at LMC 
Festival, London; Jaap Blonk at MiMi Festival, Marseille; 
Melody Four at Weis Unlimited, Weis; Toru Takemitsu 
Reigakushya concerts, Tokyo. 

OTOMO YOSHIHIDE 


The Rumpus Room Vol 1 m 




inconsistent and changes focus at the most surreal whim. 
1996 was the year where I got to traverse the globe, 
beginning in Europe in January in Amsterdam, to Berlin 
to work with the Urban Aboriginals festival and run a 
marathon ten day Electronic Lounge, to Vienna to 


play inside the Brooklyn Bridge 
for Art in the Anchorage, to Linz to improvise for a four 
hour live radio session with Bob Ostertag & Richard 


and Virtual Futures could exist where in the 
Hypersymposium series in London I got to share a stage 
with Eno, Gabriel, Toop, DJ Spooky and Howie B and 



I Group (reissue), kd lang (All You Can Eat), Bjork, 
American Music Club ( San Francisco), Jon Spencer 
Blues Explosion, Hollerin CD 
Live: Patti Smith, Tortoise (LA2 & Garage), Panasonic, 

Peeps: Suicide, Lavelle, Terry Riley, Inskip, Cocker, 
Miller, Cerith Wyn Evans, Brood, Finnish Institute, Peel, 
Disobey compadres, Pop Culture folk 





















invisible jukebox 





































charts 


Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 


















Bradfield/Centazzo/ 

Chadbourne/Cora/Kondo/ 




Kent Carter/Andrea 
Centazzo/Steve Lacy 



Andrea Centazzo/Alvin 
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VILLAGE OF 
SAVOONGA 
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A Small Good Thing 


Geoffrey Oryema 
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Marty Ehrlich New York Child 


persuasiveness, doesn't se 
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New music books — read, raved about, roughed up 
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Beauty and the Beast 

Their classic album at last available on CD 































































































Spread the virus 


Various — Incursions In IHbient 

Now's your chance to tap into the 
disease-ridden sounds of New York's 
digital underground, as featured in last 
month’s cover story Asphodel's 
Incursions In IHbient compilation 
(distributed in the UK by SRD) 
contains a total of 15 exclusive tracks 
by four of the major players in the 
IHbient alliance: Raz Mesinai’s Eastern- 
influenced Sub Dub, the turntable 
madness of We (DJ Olive, Loop and 
Once 11), multi-instrumental collective 
Byzar, plus three exclusive new tracks 
by that Subliminal Kid, DJ Spooky 
Savour it for FREE when you take out 
your first subscription to the world’s 



Our January offer: bag a collection of New York's illest sound mechanics plus a year’s 
supply of TheWire for just £30 
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